Volume- 01 | Edition - 04 | April 2022

CONTENT

Volume- 01 | Edition - 04 | April 2022

1

SNAPSHOT APRIL 2022
This section highlights the new startups that have started their incubation journey with SIIC IIT
Kanpur. In addition to that, the other important achievements for the month.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

TRACING FROM THE BEGINNING

April was an eventful month for SIIC IIT Kanpur
with a new partnership and the Centre of
Excellence in Noida kickstarting the incubation
journey for startups. Read on!

SIIC IIT Kanpur, which was initially conceived as
the SIDBI Innovation Centre over its journey of
two decades, has done remarkably well.
Walkthrough the historical milestones of the
incubation centre.
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FROM THE ECOSYSTEM PIONEERS
This section highlights the insights from SIIC IIT Kanpur's ecosystem enablers, who have successfully
sculpted the incubation centre to its present stature. Read on to know more about our journey so
far.
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HALL OF FAME

FUNTECH

Read through the 'Hall of Fame' to know about
SIIC IIT Kanpur's flourishing graduated startups.

Work up your mind with an interesting Digital
Technology themed cross-word at the end!

SNAPSHOT
APRIL 2022
SIIC IIT Kanpur's startups aim to create impact at the bottom of the pyramid leveraged through
their path-breaking innovations. IIT Kanpur’s technology business incubator has come-of age
having developed rich experience base in nurturing early-stage, technology-focused startups in
domains of agriculture, healthcare, aerospace, cyber security, and medical devices.
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Applications
received

startups incubated
at SIIC

1345+
attendees reached
through events

NEW INCUBATED STARTUPS

Arishti Info Labs Pvt Ltd
Founder - Mr. Hardik Tarpara
Arishti wants to provide cybersecurity products and services into the domain of the
industrial ecosystem for the upcoming Industry 4.0. We as a team, are building tools to
secure the huge terrain of the SME and MSME industry of India and offshore too.
Arishti Info Labs Pvt. Ltd. works tirelessly to secure these industries from the threat of
cyber-attacks.

Intelsec Solutions Pvt Ltd
Founder - Mr J P Mishra
The Company is in the business of dealing with all types of Cyber Security Software,
Hardware, as well as consulting and allied services in the field of Cyber Security
Software.Building a Next-Generation Indigenous Threat Intelligence Platform to deliver
end-to-end Cyber Threat Protection Services to stay ahead of the game in terms of
security.

Aerosys Aviation India Pvt Ltd
Founder - Mr. Avinash Kumar
Aerosys Aviation is a Drone solution and Manufacturing Company. It uses Design
Thinking,Creativity, Innovation and Analytical Approach to solve complex problems that
helps companies with design, product, growth integration and impact their business
positively to create a great customer experience.
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PROGRAM

HIGHLIGHTS
In the quest to lead India into a technology driven economy, SIIC IIT Kanpur works
with critical stakeholders to execute programs aimed to transform the entrepreneurial landscape in India.

SIIC IIT Kanpur has signed an MoU with Defence Innovation
Organization under their flagship program iDEX PRIME
SIIC IIT Kanpur and Defence Innovation Organization have signed an
MoU on the 22nd of April 2022 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, in the
presence of Hon'ble Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh. The
incubation centre has been onboarded as the partner incubator under
their flagship program iDEX by the Ministry of Defence. The program will
foster an ecosystem that will support innovation and encourage
technology development in the Defense sector to strengthen the border
security of the nation.

AIIDE-CoE has launched its first cohort of incubatee startups
The Internal Evaluation Team at SIIC IIT Kanpur, after two days of
rigorous evaluation of incubation applications based on their idea and
novelty, has selected a cohort of 25 startups under the AIIDE-CoE.
These 25 startups are the first cohort of the Artificial Intelligence and
Innovation Driven Entrepreneurship Center of Excellence.
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Tracing from the beginning
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FROM THE ECOSYSTEM PIONEERS
PROF. RAHUL VARMAN
The incubation centre at IITK was an outcome of an on-going
close collaboration between the institute and SIDBI for a
number of years in training management personnel for local
small & medium industry through a 20-weeks programme.
When SIDBI decided to set up incubation centres in the
country, the first choice of location was IIT Kanpur. Much
before start-ups and technology entrepreneurship had gained
currency in the country, the idea through such a partnership
and setting up an incubation centre was to promote a hi-tech
entrepreneurship through facilitating and nurturing ideas of
skilled people in the campus. This provided them with
necessary support, both in terms of finances and physical
infrastructure and other institutional services required to
convert a tech idea into a successful venture.

PROF. A. K. MITTAL
In 1993, a proposal to establish a Research Park at IIT
Kanpur's campus was underway. However, that plan did not
work out. Fast-forwarding to 1999, Prof. S. G. Dhande
mentioned SIDBI's invitation to present a proposal for an
incubation centre at Lucknow in front of the then Finance
Minister, Shri Yashwant Sinha. We used our proposal for the
Research Park. In 2002 we received SIDBI's support to set
up an incubation centre at IIT Kanpur - marking the
foundation of SIDBI's Incubation Centre.
The grant from SIDBI enabled the construction and operation
of the new building.
Our well-equipped space was empty for a long time due to
the lack of a mature incubation ecosystem nationally. We had
three to four startups incubated in the facility during the initial
three years, which was indicative of the slow state of affairs at
the centre.
Around 2006, the incubation system picked pace. We were
receiving a good number of applications and were growing
steadily. We used our platform to highlight the main challenge
for startups at that time, the lack of seed funds. This led to
our partnerships expanding significantly, with seed funds
coming from the Department of Science and Technology, the
Ministry of Information and Technology, and the Government
of Uttar Pradesh.
The students and faculty at the campus became equally
inclined to understand the domain and pursue it. Their
interest allowed us to learn about their engagement leading to
the formulation and implementation of structured policies like
the
Student
Entrepreneurship
Policy,
Faculty
Entrepreneurship Policy, and Seed Fund Policy. The
ecosystem was finally flourishing.
The inclusion of Intellectual Property Rights was another
major add-on to the system.
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The centre was filing 50 to 60 patents from 2010 onwards,
which has impressively reached the benchmark of 100 today.
It makes me happy to see the journey, that started with such
uncertainty, has finally emerged into a successful and
meaningful venture.
Our hard work and toil earned us the Best Technology
Business Incubator Award in 2011. I retired from IIT Kanpur in
2013, yet I am aware of the multiple success stories of the
startups at the SIDBI Incubation Centre in IIT Kanpur that has
been coming up recently. It makes me proud to be a builder of
an ecosystem that has grown into this robust facility, nurturing
next-gen innovation.
I give my warmest congratulations and best wishes to the team
for keeping the legacy of innovation alive and active.

FROM THE ECOSYSTEM PIONEERS

PROF. BV PHANI
I'm pleased to see our startup incubation model being
replicated across the country. Another significant success
indicator for IIT Kanpur's incubator is the inclusion of our
model in the National Policy Framework. The incubation
centre initially emerged with the simple purpose of
nurturing novel ideas, and it gives me immense pleasure
watching the ecosystem succeed and grow.
My engagement with the incubator has allowed me to
explore my true passion for working with startups, build a
policy framework that supports innovators at their most
crucial stage, and promote entrepreneurship as a field for
professional engagement. Simultaneously, policies like
Faculty
Entrepreneurship
Policy,
Student
Entrepreneurship Policy, and Seed Fund Policy were also
implemented to encourage entrepreneurship as a field for
professional engagement among students and faculty.
The current success of the incubation centre with its
diverse partnerships truly adds more value to the
academic institute and its quest to support some novel
ideas and path-breaking innovations.
I became part of the incubation ecosystem back in the
year 2006. As we know, the incubator started as a
designated space for students to work on their ideas
within the campus. The initial years were crucial for the
incubation centre. The ecosystem expanded its
partnership with some critical government stakeholders
like the Department of Science and Technology, the
Department of Biotechnology, and the Ministry of Labour
and Employment. Their generous funding in the
incubation centre led to the infrastructural expansion the establishment of the Tinkering Lab, 4i Lab, Testing
facility for BioTech and MedTech startups, and an
increase in financial bandwidth for the Tech Transfers.
During the period of my association with the incubation
centre at IIT Kanpur to even before its formal
conceptualisation,
I've
seen
the
startup
and
entrepreneurship domain to evolve tremendously. The
ecosystem began working from a basic level of educating
people, spreading awareness, and serving as enablers
for innovators to pursue the field.
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FROM THE ECOSYSTEM PIONEERS
PROF. AMITABHA BANDYOPADHYAY
The startup ecosystem at IIT Kanpur has become one of the
top-notch startup incubators in the country. Over the last few
years, the ecosystem has expanded steadily. The young
entrepreneurs and their deep-tech innovations have, by and
large, led to this achievement. The support from our vibrant,
young, and hard-working workforce at SIIC IIT Kanpur has
also contributed significantly.
Prof. Sameer Khandekar brought the INVENT program to our
incubator. I was associated with this program starting 2017.
This program taught us two things (1) There has to be a method of running the incubator and
there should be a professional workforce.
(2) An innovator is not necessarily found only at the cities
and/or the elite engineering colleges.
Thus, during my tenure I expanded the SIIC IIT Kanpur's
team with high quality technical people who could ably
support our outstanding startups technically and otherwise.
Also, we expanded the operation of the incubator both
horizontally (to different states of India) and vertically (to
different strata of academic ecosystem).
The result was rapid increase in the number of applications to the incubator and efficient processing of the same.
However, the quality of applicants increased only around December, 2020. The incubator’s resolute response to the
pandemic was noted, we could demonstrate our ability repeatedly by accelerating product development cycle and
efficient execution.
It is a matter of pride for me that SIIC IIT Kanpur houses some of the most advanced technology startups of India. I
am confident that my successor to the position of Professor-in-Charge will take it to an even higher height.
My best wishes to the incoming team and the startups of SIIC IIT Kanpur.

PROF. ANKUSH SHARMA
I consider it an extreme honour to take the lead in the state of
affairs at Startup Incubation and Innovation Centre at IIT
Kanpur, initially conceived as the SIDBI Incubation Centre.
The inspiring work of the key ecosystem builders has
endowed me to take their work to the next step with more
opportunities and potential to expand. My plan with the
incubation centre focuses on the vital stakeholders of the
ecosystem, i.e. the startups, our partners, and most
importantly, the staff.
SIIC IIT Kanpur comes with a diverse set of partnerships government and private. I aim to expand our partnerships
internationally to the US geography, with Germany already
underway. This will unleash more recognition, opportunities
for investment, and access to more extraordinary expertise
for the incubated startups. I am optimistic that initiating such
associations will revamp the quality and quantity of
opportunities for the startups to showcase their innovative
work to the world. As the ecosystem marches on with more
associations - government, private, and international, startups
will need access to more mentors to help them navigate the
landscape nationally and internationally.
Hence, expanding the mentor base for the startups is also an integral part of the plan.
I aspire to expand the spectrum of revenue-generating activities at SIIC IIT Kanpur. This would enable our
stakeholders to access a robust and well-rounded incubation facility that offers other services besides incubation. It
will further motivate the critical facilitators at SIIC, the staff members, to tap into their interests by exploring
innovation away from our ecosystem. It will encourage young minds to practise creativity in their work, which will add
more value to SIIC in the long run. I am hopeful that the new goals and focus areas I shared for the incubation centre
will synergize the ecosystem toward more outstanding achievements and recognition.
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HALL OF FAME
SIIC has maintained a rich portfolio of startups that have successfully graduated into well-sustaining business models.
Here are our stellar performing graduated startups that have added more value to the ecosystem even after their exit.

Highlights :
Products:
Curadev is a small molecule drug discovery
company. It focuses on the creation and
licensing of pre-IND assets and IND packages
for clinical development. The aim of the
Company is to improve human health and
quality of human life by discovering new drugs.

1) First runner up at the Bio Pharm 2020 business plan competition
held in Nottingham,UK on September 3rd 2010.
2) Licensed first in class dual IDO/TDO inhibitors patents to Roche.
3) Developed and sold strategy for dual kinase inhibition to US
pharma.
4) Curadev is selected for London Partners, India Emerging 20 list
of most dynamic businesses established in India since the year
2000.

CURADEV PHARMA
PVT. LTD

Weather Risk Management Services Pvt Ltd

Highlights :
Products:
WRL developes useful and scalable solutions
for climate risks. WRL provides accurate
forecasts and help you understand how these
impact your business.

1) Recipient of TePP funding.
2) Strategic Stake by ICICI Lombard.
3) 2nd stage funding by SIDBI Bank for working capital.
4) Ford Foundation Grant.

Highlights :

Products:
Innovative, path-breaking solutions and
services in Geospatial Technology Particularly
Terrestrial Laser scanning, Airborne LiDAR, 3D
modelling and WebGIS. The company uses inhouse developed algorithms and workflows for
collecting rapid and accurate 3D Point cloud
data.

1) An ISBA Awardee company 2011.
2) Acquired by GMR Projects Pvt. Ltd., it is one of the
largest infrastructure companies in India.
3) First company in India to have scanners in all the three
categories a) Airborne
b) Mobile
c) Terrestrial LiDAR

Aurora Integrated Systems Pvt Ltd

Highlights :
Products:
AIS is supported and funded by the Tata
group, one of India's most respected business
conglomerates, and by the Ministry of Science
and Technology.

AIS is supported and funded by the Tata group, one of
India's most respected business conglomerates, and by
the Ministry of Science and Technology.
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FUNTECH

THEME - Digital Technology

For the below crossword, answers will be given in the next edition of the newsletter.

ACROSS
2.External device that provides input and output for the
computer (e.g. keyboard, mouse) (10)
memory containing hardwired instructions that the
computer uses when it boots up, before the system
software loads
4. Data sent to your computer by a Web server that
records your actions on a certain Web site (6)
7. Memory containing hardwired instructions that the
computer uses when it boots up, before the system
software loads (3)
9. Hardware or software that acts as a bridge between two
networks so that data can be transferred between a
number of computers (7)
10. Each motherboard has a collection of chips and
controllers known as _____ (7)
12. Rate at which a processor can complete a processing
cycle (10)
13. Prevent data from being modified or tampered with (9)
14. Separate two or more parts of a network to control data
exchange between each other (8)
15. Protocol used for sending e-mail over the Internet using
a set of commands that authenticate and direct the transfer
of electronic mail (4)

DOWN

March 2022 CROSSWORD Answers

ACROSS

4. Invention 7. Logo 8. Creativity 9. Caesar 11. Collaboration
13. Design 14. Communication

DOWN

1. Crane 2. Innovations 3. Company 5. Dome 6. Instructions
10. Code 12. Logic

QUICK FACTS
Facts About SIIC

Source : https://siicincubator.com

1. NOCCARC Robotics built world class ventilator in 90 days during
first wave of COVID-19.
2. Aquafront Infrastructure installed worlds' first floating CNG Refilling
Station at Khidkiya Ghat, Banaras in Vishwanath corridor.
3. SIIC IIT Kanpur achieved 100+ incubated startups in year 2021.
4. SIIC IIT Kanpur is supporting startups in rural setup like Tekorange,
which is based out of Babarpur, a small village in Auraiya district
Uttar Pradesh.
5. SIIC IIT Kanpur has been supporting Tribal women in four different
states of the country under its Tech for Tribal program in
partnership with TRIFED.
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1. Code made up of numbers separated by three dots that
identifies a particular computer on the Internet (9)
3. Process of converting data into a secret code for
transmission over a public network (12)
5. Keep information protected from unauthorized disclosure
or viewing (15)
6. Computer resources must be ready for use by
authorized users when needed (12)
8. Main circuit board of your computer and is also known
as the mainboard or logic board (11)
11. Computer network limited to a small area such as an
office building, university, or even a residential home (3)

ECO-SYSTEM ENABLERS
CSR

KNOWLEDGE

INDUSTRY

SERVICE

FUNDING & MONITORING

AI ENABLEMENT

CLINICAL

INTERNATIONAL

www.siicincubator.com
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Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur
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